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Abstract—The Pauli exclusion principle was tested for nucleons in the 12С nucleus by using data from
the Borexino detector. The approach used consisted in seeking photons, neutrons, and protons, as well as
electrons and positrons, emitted in the Pauli-forbidden transitions of nucleons from the 1P3/2 shell to the
filled 1S1/2 shell. Owing to a uniquely low background level in the Borexino detector and its large mass,
the currently most stringent experimental limits were obtained for the probabilities and relative intensities
of Pauli-forbidden transitions for the electromagnetic, strong, and weak channels.

DOI: 10.1134/S1063778810120112

1. INTRODUCTION

In the original form, the exclusion principle formu-
lated by Pauli in 1925 postulates that the existence
of two or more equivalent electrons in an atom is
impossible [1]. Within quantum mechanics, the Pauli
exclusion principle was formulated later on in the form
of the requirement that the wave function describing
a system of electrons be antisymmetric with respect
to their permutations. In quantum field theory, the
Pauli exclusion principle arises automatically for a
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system of identical fermions as a consequence of the
fact that fermion creation and annihilation operators
satisfy anticommutation relations.

Despite the fundamental importance of the Pauli
exclusion principle, physical reasons behind it have
yet to be understood conclusively. According to
L.B. Okun, “the nonconformist approach to the Pauli
exclusion principle . . . dates back to P. Dirac and
E. Fermi” [2]: in the 1930s, both Dirac and Fermi dis-
cussed a possible effect of a small violation of the Pauli
exclusion principle on the properties of atoms and
on transitions in them [3, 4]. Pioneering experiments
devoted to searches for Pauli-forbidden transitions
were performed by F. Reines and H.W. Sobel [5],
who sought x-ray radiation in transitions of electrons
in atoms from the L shell to the filled K shell, and
by B.A. Logan and A. Ljubicic [6], who attempted
to detect photons in Pauli-forbidden transitions of
nucleons in nuclei.

In 1987–1991, theoretical models that admit
a small amount of violation of the Pauli exclu-
sion principle were proposed by A.Yu. Ignatiev and
V.A. Kuzmin [7], O.W. Greenberg and R.N. Moha-
patra [8–10], and Okun [11]. However, A.B. Gov-
orkov [12] showed that even a small amount of
violation of the Pauli exclusion principle in those
models would lead to negative values for the prob-
abilities of some processes. Moreover, R.D. Amado
and H. Primakoff indicated in 1980 [13] that, within
quantum mechanics, the transitions that were sought
in the experiments reported in [5, 6] and which are
accompanied by the violation of the Pauli exclusion
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principle are impossible even if the Pauli exclusion
principle is violated.

At the present time, there is no acceptable theoret-
ical formalism for describing the violation of the Pauli
exclusion principle. In particular, it is impossible to
measure the amount of violation of the Pauli exclusion
principle by introducing a “small parameter,” as is
done in describing P and CP violation or a noncon-
servation of the lepton (L) or baryon (B) number.
The results of relevant experiments are represented as
limits on the lifetimes of atoms or nuclei with respect
to forbidden transitions or as limits on the ratio of the
rates of ordinary and Pauli-forbidden transitions. A
critical analysis of theoretical and experimental prob-
lems concerning the possible violation of the Pauli
exclusion principle was given in [2, 14, 15]. Original
results of experiments devoted to testing the Pauli
exclusion principle are presented in [16–49].

The most stringent limits on the probabilities of
Pauli-forbidden transitions in the 12C nucleus that
are accompanied by the emission of γ, p, n, α, and
β± particles were obtained with the Borexino detec-
tor prototype CTF (Counting Test Facility) [50]. In
this article, we present new results obtained from the
Borexino detector within 485 days of data taking [51].
The scintillator mass in the Borexino detector is 70
times as large as the scintillator mass in its CTF
prototype, and the specific background level at the
energy of 2 MeV is 200 times lower in the former
than in the latter case. As a result, the limits on
the probabilities for Pauli-forbidden transitions in the
12C nucleus were improved by three to four orders of
magnitude.

2. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE BOREXINO
DETECTOR

Borexino is a real-time detector. It is deployed
at the Gran Sasso underground laboratory (Italy).
Measurement of the spectrum of low-energy solar
neutrinos by detecting events of (ν, e) scattering in
a scintillator medium is the main task of the Borexino
experiment. A uniquely high degree of purification of
the detector from natural radioactivity and its large
mass make it possible to solve other fundamental
problems of particle physics and astrophysics along
with addressing the above main task.

The basic properties of the detector were described
in detail elsewhere [52–55]. The central volume of
the detector is filled with 278 t of a scintillator based
on pseudocumene (PC, C9H12) supplemented with
1.5 g/l of PPO (C15H11NO). The scintillator is
contained in a thin-wall nylon vessel of a spherical
shape—it is its inner volume (IV)—and is surrounded
by two concentric buffer zones (323 and 567 t in
mass) of pseudocumene supplemented with a small
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Fig. 1. Photon-energy dependence of the detected charge
(�, left-hand scale) and corresponding energy resolution
σE (◦, right-hand scale).

amount of quencher (dimethyl phthalate) in order to
reduce scintillations. The buffer zones are separated
by a nylon membrane intended for preventing radon
diffusion. The inner volume and the buffer are placed
within a steel sphere (SS) 13.7 m in diameter, and
2212 photomultiplier tubes (PMT) detecting scintil-
lation light are arranged uniformly at the surface of
this sphere. The steel sphere is placed in a domelike
water tank (WT) 18.0 m in diameter and 16.9 m in
height filled with 2100 t of ultrapure water, which
serves as a shield from external neutrons and gamma
rays. The detector structure materials were chosen
in accordance with strict criteria of radiation purity.
Another 208 photomultiplier tubes arranged within
the water tank make it possible to detect Cherenkov
light from passing muons.

The event energy is measured by the amount of
light collected by all photomultiplier tubes. For a first
approximation, the coefficient of proportionality be-
tween the amount of scintillation light and the event
energy (light output) is taken to be independent of
energy. The deviation from the linear dependence at
low energies can be taken into account by intro-
ducing the ionization-deficiency (quenching) func-
tion f(kB, E), which depends on the Birks empirical
constant kB [56].
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Fig. 2. Proton and neutron populations of the energy
levels of the 12C nucleus in a simple shell model: schemes
of Pauli-forbidden transitions of nucleons from the P shell
to the filled S shell that are accompanied by the emission
of (a) γ, n, p, and α particles and (b) β+ and β− particles
(the energy is measured in MeV units).

The spatial and energy resolutions of the detec-
tor were studied with the aid of radioactive sources
placed at various points within the inner volume. For
energies above 2 MeV, which are of interest from
the point of view of searches for transitions forbid-
den by the Pauli exclusion principle, the calibration
was performed with a 241Am9Be neutron source. The
energy resolution behaves as σE/E � (0.058 + 1.1 ×
10−3E)/

√
E, where the energy E is taken in MeV

units (see Fig. 1). Event coordinates were deter-
mined by the arrival time for signals from individual
photomultiplier tubes. The detector spatial resolution

Table 1. Values of Q in Pauli-forbidden transitions (three
neutrons or three protons in the S shell)

Channel Q3p, MeV Q3n, MeV
12C → 12C̃ + γ 17.9 ± 0.9 17.7 ± 0.6
12C → 11B̃ + p 6.3 ± 0.9 7.8 ± 1.0
12C → 11C̃ + n 6.5 ± 0.9 4.5 ± 0.6
12C → 8B̃e + α 3.0 ± 0.6 2.9 ± 0.9
12C → 12Ñ + e− + νe 18.9 ± 0.9 –
12C → 12B̃ + e+ + νe – 17.8 ± 0.9

determined for successive 214Bi–214Po events was
13± 2 cm along the x and y axes and 14± 2 cm along
the z axis.

3. DATA ANALYSIS

3.1. Theoretical Consideration

The scheme of energy levels of the 12C nucleus
within a simple shell model is shown in Fig. 2. A
transition of a nucleon from the P shell to the filled
S shell leads to the formation of an excited Pauli-
forbidden nucleus 12C̃. Its excitation energy is equal
to the difference of the binding energies of nucleons
in the S and P shells and is commensurate with
the energies of proton, neutron, and alpha-particle
separation (Sp, Sn, and, Sα, respectively). Thus, n, p,
and α particles can be emitted in addition to photons.
In the present study, we also consider Pauli-forbidden
weak processes such as the β+ and β− transitions of
nucleons to the filled 1S1/2 shell (see Fig. 1).

The energy deposited in the transitions being con-
sidered is equal to the difference of the binding ener-
gies of the initial and final nuclei; that is,

Q(12C → X̃ + Y ) = M(12C) − M(X̃) (1)

− M(Y ) = −Eb(12C) + Eb(X̃) + Eb(Y ),

where X̃ is a nuclear state forbidden by the Pauli
exclusion principle; Y = γ, p, n, d, α . . . are the emit-
ted particles; and Eb stands for the corresponding
binding energies, which are well known for ordinary
nuclei [57]. A peak appearing in the observed spec-
trum and having a width that corresponds to the en-
ergy resolution of the detector is a signature of Pauli-
forbidden transitions where there are two particles in
the final state.

In the case of β± transitions forbidden by the Pauli
exclusion principle, a β± spectrum must be observed.
The endpoint energy of the β spectrum for the decay
12C → 12Ñ + e− + ν is given by

Q = mn − mp − me − Eb(12C) + Eb(12Ñ). (2)

A similar expression can be obtained for Pauli-
forbidden transitions accompanied by positron emis-
sion, but the detected energy will be shifted by about
2me because of the detection of two photons from the
annihilation process.

The binding energy of the Pauli-forbidden nucleus
involving three protons or three neutrons in the 1S1/2

shell, Eb(X̃), can be estimated by using the binding
energy of the respective ordinary nucleus, Eb(X), and
the difference of the nucleon binding energy in the
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Fig. 3. Energy spectra of the Borexino detector: (1) spec-
trum of all detected events, (2) spectrum upon the sub-
traction of events in the interval of 2 ms after the passage
of each muon, and (3) spectrum upon the subtraction of
events in the interval of 0.7 s after the passage of muons
that traversed the steel sphere.

1S1/2 shell, En,p(1S1/2), and the energy of nucleon
separation from the outer shell, Sn,p(X); that is,

Eb(X̃n,p) � Eb(X) + En,p(1S1/2) − Sn,p(X). (3)

The binding energies of light nuclei (12C, 11B, and so
on) were measured in studying the respective (p, 2p)
and (p, np) reactions for protons of energy 1 GeV
at the synchrocyclotron of the Petersburg Nuclear
Physics Institute (PNPI) [58]. By using those data,
we have calculated Q values (with errors) for various
transitions forbidden by the Pauli exclusion principle
that are presented in Table 1. The details of those
calculations can be found in [50].

For the remaining reactions, such as 12C → 10B̃ +
d, 12C → 9B̃ + t, 12C → 9B̃e + 3He, 12C → 6L̃i +
6Li, and 12C → 6L̃i + 4He + d, with the exception
of 12C → 9B̃3p + t, Q values are negative. These
reactions cannot be initiated by transitions forbidden
by the Pauli exclusion principle.

By using the values obtained for Q, one can simu-
late the detector response functions for the reactions
quoted in Table 1. In the present study, we have
obtained a limit on the lifetime of 12C nuclei with re-
spect to Pauli-forbidden transitions for each channel
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individually. Our results are compared with the rates
of the corresponding normal transitions.

3.2. Selection of Data

Figure 3 shows the experimental spectrum of
events that were obtained at Borexino in the energy
range 1.0–14 MeV over 485 d of data taking (“live”
time). Spectrum 1 corresponds to all detected events.
At energies below 3 MeV, the detector background
is determined by 2.6-MeV photons originating from
the decay of 208Tl from the chain of decays of 232Th
contained in the steel sphere and in photomultiplier
tubes.

Spectrum 2 was obtained upon the subtraction of
events detected within the time gate of width 2 ms
after the muonic-veto signal. Moreover, the following
additional requirements were imposed: the average
time of arrival of signals from the photomultiplier
tubes with respect to the time of actuation of the
first photomultiplier tube in an event must not be
longer than 100 ns, and the time corresponding to the
maximum density of signals from the photomultiplier
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tubes in an event must not be longer than 30 ns.
These selections remove events initiated by muons
that traversed the steel sphere and which escaped
detection in the outer Cherenkov detector.

In order to reduce the background from short-
lived isotopes produced by muons (9Li of half-life
178 ms and 8He of half-life 119 ms), events in the
interval of 0.7 s after each muon that traversed the
steel sphere were removed (spectrum 3 in Fig. 3).
This selection reduced the “live” time to 467.8 d. The
resulting spectrum features no event with an energy
above 12.5 MeV. This fact will be used to set limits
on Pauli-forbidden β± transitions and transitions in-
volving photon emission and having large Q values
(see Table 1).

The energy spectrum in the range 0.5–8.0 MeV
was studied in order to seek transitions forbidden
by the Pauli exclusion principle that involve nucleon
emission. Events detected in the scintillator central
part of mass 100 t (R ≤ 3.02 m) were selected in
order to reduce the external background (Fig. 4, spec-
trum 1). For this part of the detector, the back-
ground at energies below 3 MeV is approximately 102

times smaller than that for the entire volume. The

background level in the energy range between 1 and
2 MeV is determined by the β+ decay of the isotope
11С, which has a cosmic origin.

The next stage of the data analysis involved re-
moving correlated events detected in the interval of
2 ms (spectrum 2 in Fig. 4). This leads primarily
to the elimination of sequential 214Bi—214Po decays
from the 238U family. Finally, a signal-shape selection
criterion based on the Gatti filter [59] was applied to
separate signals from electrons, protons and alpha
particles. Spectrum 3 in Fig. 4 corresponds to proton-
or alpha-particle-induced events for which the Gatti
variable is positive (for more details, see [55]).

4. RESULTS

4.1. Limit on the Probability of Transitions
Forbidden by the Pauli Exclusion Principle and

Accompanied by Photon Emission: 12C → 12C̃ + γ

A limit on the probability of 12C → 12C̃ + γ for-
bidden transitions, which violate the Pauli exclusion
principle, relies on the experimentally confirmed fact
that there are no events of energy above 12.5 MeV
that do not correlate with a muonic-veto signal. A
lower limit on the lifetime of the 12C nucleus with re-
spect to Pauli-forbidden transitions of nucleons from
the P shell to the filled 1S1/2 shell was calculated by
the formula

τ ≥ ε(ΔE)
NNNn

Slim
T, (4)

where ε(ΔE) is the event-detection efficiency in the
energy range ΔE, NN is the number of 12C nuclei, Nn

is the number of nucleons (n and/or p) that are con-
tained in the nucleus under study and for which the
Pauli-forbidden transition being considered is possi-
ble, T is the time of the measurements, and Slim is an
upper limit on the possible number of candidates de-
tected in the energy range ΔE at a chosen confidence
level,

From the data in Table 1, it follows that the most
probable energy of the photon emitted in the transi-
tion of a nucleon from the 1P3/2 shell to the 1S1/2

shell is about 17.8 MeV. Taking into account the
error in Q, we find that the photon energy lies in the
interval 16.4–19.4 MeV at a 90% confidence level.
The photon detection efficiency was determined by
the Monte Carlo method with the aid of the GEANT4
package. Photons were uniformly generated within
the inner volume and in the buffer zone 1 m thick
directly adjacent to the inner volume. The detector
response function for photons of energy 16.4 MeV is
shown in Fig. 5. The efficiency for the conservative
value of Eγ = 16.4 MeV is ε(ΔE) = 0.50.
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The number of 12C atoms in 533 t of pseudoc-
umene (inner volume and 1 m of buffer) is NN =
2.37 × 1031. The number of nucleons in the P-shell
is Nn = 8, the total data-taking time is T = 1.282 yr,
and the upper limit on the number of possible candi-
dates is Slim = 2.44 at a 90% confidence level (C.L.)
in accordance with the standard approach [60]. The
lower limit on the nucleon lifetime is

τγ(12C → 12C̃ + γ) (5)

≥ 5.0 × 1031 yr (at a 90% C.L.).

This result improves the limit obtained previously
with the CTF detector [50] by more than four orders
of magnitude [τγ(12C → 12C̃ + γ) ≥ 2.1 × 1027 yr]
and the limit established by the NEMO-2 Collab-
oration [44] by more than seven orders of magni-
tude [τγ(12C → 12C̃ + γ) ≥ 4.2 × 1024 yr]. The limit
in (5) is commensurate with the limit obtained with
the Kamiokande detector for 16O nuclei: τγ(16O →
16Õ + γ) ≥ 1.0 × 1032 yr for photons of energy in the
range 19–50 MeV [43].

The limit obtained in the Kamiokande experiment
for τγ can be rescaled into a limit on the total lifetime
of the nucleon with respect to transitions forbidden by
the Pauli exclusion principle. The result is τ = τγ ×
Br(γ), where Br(γ) = Γγ/Γtot is the branching ratio
for the channel involving photon emission. The Br(γ)
value calculated for 16O nuclei lies in the interval
(2.7−10.4) × 10−5 [43]. In contrast to Kamiokande,
the Borexino experiment can directly observe transi-
tions forbidden by the Pauli exclusion principle and
accompanied by the emission of protons or neutrons.

4.2. Limit on the Probabilities of Pauli-Forbidden
Transitions Occurring in the 12C Nucleus and
Involving Proton Emission: 12C → 11B̃ + p

With allowance for the energy of the recoil nucleus
(11B̃), the proton energy lies in the interval 4.6–
8.3 MeV (at a 90% confidence level; see Table 1).
The response function for protons was obtained by the
Monte Carlo method with allowance for the decrease
in the light output for protons in relation to elec-
trons (see Fig. 5). The Birks constant [56] was de-
termined from the recoil-proton spectrum measured
with a 241Am9Be source. For protons of energy Ep =
4.6(8.3) MeV, the measured light output corresponds
to the electron energy of Ee = 1.8 (4.1) MeV. This
means that one can observe a proton peak in the
range 1.8–4.1 MeV with a probability of 90%. The
uncertainty in the peak position exceeds considerably
the energy resolution of the detector (σE

∼= 80 keV at
Ee = 2 MeV).

The spectrum of events for which the Gatti vari-
able is positive (spectrum 3 in Fig. 4) and which
corresponds to the detection of protons (or alpha par-
ticles) was approximated by the sum of a polynomial
function, which described a continuous background,
and a Gaussian function, which corresponded to pro-
ton detection. The Gaussian function was centered
consecutively at different points of the interval 1.8–
4.1 MeV. The respective fit yielded the value of Slim =
19 at a 90% confidence level. Taking into account the
efficiency of the Gatti criterion, ε = 0.89, and using
expression (4), we obtain the following lower limit on
the nucleon lifetime for 100 t of pseudocumene:

τp(12C → 11B̃ + p) (6)

≥ 2.1 × 1030 yr (at a 90% C.L.).

The lower limit on the lifetime of the 12C nucleus
differs from the limit on the nucleon lifetime in (6)
by a factor of Nn = 8. The limit obtained for the
lifetime of the 12C nucleus is five orders of magnitude
larger than the limit found for the 23Na and 127I
nuclei with the 300-kg NaI detector ELEGANTV
{τ(23Na, 127I → 22Ñe, 126T̃e + p) ≥ 1.7 × 1025 yr (at
a 90% confidence level) for the emission of protons
with energies in the region Ep ≥ 18 MeV [45]}
and with the 250-kg NaI detector DAMA/LIBRA
{τ(23Na, 127I → 22Ñe, 127T̃e + p) ≥ 1.9 × 1025 yr (at
a 90% confidence level) for the emission of protons
with energies in the region Ep ≥ 10 MeV [35]}.

The energy of alpha particles emitted in the reac-
tion 12C → 8B̃e + α lies in the interval 1.0–3.0 MeV.
Because of the quenching of the light output at high
ionization densities, this corresponds to the interval
70–250 keV on the energy scale for electrons. The
energy of 70 keV is close to the lower detection
threshold for Borexino. Therefore, searches for the
alpha-particle channel were not performed on the
basis of the Borexino data. Our limit obtained for
this Pauli-forbidden transition from the analysis of the
data from CTF, whose detection threshold is 20 keV,
is τ(12C → 8B̃e + α) ≥ 6.1 × 1023 yr (at a 90% con-
fidence level).

4.3. Limit on the Probability of Pauli-Forbidden
Transitions Occurring in 12C Nuсlei and Involving

Neutron Emission: 12C → 11C̃ + n

The kinetic energy of the initial neutron lies in
the interval 3.2–7.3 MeV (at a 90% confidence
level). Neutrons are thermalized fast in a scintil-
lator containing a large amount of hydrogen. The
mean lifetime of neutrons in pseudocumene is τ ∼=
250 μs, whereupon a neutron is captured on a proton.
Thermal-neutron capture on a proton, n + p → d + γ

PHYSICS OF ATOMIC NUCLEI Vol. 73 No. 12 2010
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(the channel cross section is 0.33 b), is accompanied
by the emission of a 2.2-MeV photon. The cross
section for capture on a 12C nucleus is σγ = 3.5 mb
(Eγ = 4.95 MeV); therefore, the intensity of the peak
at 4.95 MeV is about 1% of the intensity of the peak
at 2.2 MeV. The response function for 3.0- and 6.0-
MeV neutrons is presented in Fig. 5. If the neutron
energy exceeds the energy of the first excited level of
12C (4.44 MeV), a peak associated with the detection
of 4.4-MeV photons appears in the detector response
function.

Searches for Pauli-forbidden transitions accom-
panied by neutron emission were performed within
the entire scintillator volume via selecting correlated
pair events: a fast signal from recoil protons and
a delayed signal from 2.2-MeV photons within the
gate of 1.25 ms (5τ ). We restricted the energy of the
first event from below as E ≥ 0.5 MeV, this corre-
sponding to the minimum possible detected energy
of a neutron. The energy of the second event was
chosen in the broad interval 1.0 ≤ E ≤ 2.4 MeV in
order to enhance the detection efficiency for 2.2-MeV
photons at the scintillator boundary. At a rather high
primary neutron energy, the distance between events
must not exceed 2 m. In all, 52 pairs of candidate
events were found. For the maximum number of pairs,
N = 26, the energy of the first event falls within the
ranges 0.6–2.3 and 4.3–5.0 MeV, this corresponding
to the primary neutron energy of 6 MeV. Taking into
account the probability of the appearance of a sig-
nal in these ranges (ε = 0.9), the detection efficiency
for photons of energy 2.2 MeV (ε = 0.96), the total
number of 12C atoms within the inner volume (NN =
1.24 × 1031), and the value of Slim = 33 at a 90%
confidence level, we obtain

τn(12C → 11C̃ + n) (7)

≥ 3.4 × 1030 yr (at a 90% C.L.).

This result is eight orders of magnitude larger than
the limit obtained in searches for neutrino radiation
from natural lead: τ(Pb → P̃b + n) ≥ 2.1 × 1022 yr
(at a 68% confidence level) [47].

4.4. Limits on the Probabilities for Pauli-Forbidden
β± Transitions: 12C → 12Ñ + e− + ν

and 12C → 12B̃ + e+ + ν

The energy deposited in the reaction 12C →12 Ñ +
e− + ν lies in the range 16.4–21.4 MeV. The shape
of the β− spectrum for the most probable endpoint
energy of 18.9 MeV is shown in Fig. 5 according
to calculations by the Monte Carlo method for the
whole scintillator volume. The limit on the probability
of a β− transition forbidden by the Pauli exclusion

principle is based on the fact that there are no events
for which Ee ≥ 12.5 MeV. The detection efficiency
determined by means of a simulation for β− particles
of energy in the region Ee > 12.5 MeV is ε = 0.12.
The limit on the lifetime of a neutron (Nn = 4) in the
12C nucleus with respect to transitions violating the
Pauli exclusion principle is

τβ−(12C → 12Ñ + e− + ν) (8)

≥ 3.1 × 1030 yr (at a 90% C.L.).

This result is six orders of magnitude larger than
the limit obtained by the NEMO-2 Collaboration:
τ(12C → 12Ñ + e− + ν) ≥ 3.1 × 1024 yr (at a 90%
confidence level) [44].

Data from the LSD detector [61], situated in a
tunnel under Mont Blanc, make it possible to obtain a
qualitative limit for the decay mode being considered.
According to [48], only two events of energy in excess
of 12 MeV were detected within 75 d of data taking
with the detector of mass 7.2 t (3 × 1029 12C nuclei).
The lower limit obtained by means of expression (4)
(with Slim = 5.91 at a 90% confidence level and ε(E ≥
12 MeV) = 0.23) is τ (12C → 12Ñ + e− + ν ) ≥ 9.5 ×
1027 yr (at a 90% confidence level).

The endpoint energy of the β+ spectrum is
16.8 MeV, but the spectrum is additionally shifted by
0.85 MeV toward high energies because of the de-
tection of two photons from the annihilation process
(Fig. 5). The detection efficiency for the transition
12C → 12B̃ + e+ + ν, which is forbidden by the Pauli
exclusion principle and which is accompanied by an
energy deposition in excess of 12.5 MeV, is ε = 0.079.
The lower limit on the lifetime of a proton in the 12C
nucleus is

τβ+(12C → 12B̃ + e+ + ν) (9)

≥ 2.1 × 1030 yr (at a 90% C.L.).

The limit obtained by the NEMO-2 Collaboration is
more lenient by six orders of magnitude: τ(12C →
12B̃ + e+ + ν) ≥ 2.6 × 1024 yr (at a 90% confidence
level) [44].

The limits obtained for the lifetimes of nucleons
with respect to transitions forbidden by the Pauli ex-
clusion principle are given in Table 2 along with re-
sults found previously. The limit from [35] is a limit on
the lifetimes of the 23Na and 127I nuclei. All of the re-
maining limits were presented for nucleons for which
Pauli-forbidden transitions are possible in principle.
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Table 2. Limits on the nucleon lifetime with respect to Pauli-forbidden transitions from the Borexino experiment

Channel τlim, yr

Borexino (90% C.L.) Previous result
12C → 12C̃ + γ 5.0 × 1031 4.2 × 1024(12C) [44]

1.0 × 1032(16O) [43]
12C → 11B̃ + p 8.9 × 1029 1.9 × 1025(23Na, 127I) [35]
12C → 11C̃ + n 3.4 × 1030 2.1 × 1022(natPb) [47]
12C → 12Ñ + e− + νe 3.1 × 1030 9.5 × 1027(12C) [48, 61]
12C → 12B̃ + e+ + νe 2.1 × 1030 2.6 × 1024(12C) [44]

Table 3. Upper limits on relative intensities of Pauli-forbidden and normal transitions

Decay λ̃(12C), s−1 λ(12C), s−1 δ2 = λ̃/λ (90% C.L.)

our study previous result

γ 5.0 × 10−39 2.3 × 1018 2.2 × 10−57 2.3 × 10−57 [43]

Nn,p 7.4 × 10−38 1.8 × 1022 4.1 × 10−60 3.5 × 10−55 [35]

(e, ν) 4.1 × 10−38 2.0 × 10−3 2.1 × 10−35 6.5 × 10−34 [48, 61]

4.5. Limits on Relative Intensities of Transitions
Forbidden by the Pauli Exclusion Principle

Transitions forbidden by the Pauli exclusion prin-
ciple and accompanied by the emission of γ, n, or
p particles and (ν, e) pairs may be caused by, re-
spectively, electromagnetic, strong, and weak inter-
actions. The lower limits obtained for the nucleon
lifetime can be rescaled into limits on the ratio of
intensities of Pauli-forbidden and normal transitions:
δ2 = λ̃/λ, where λ = 1/τ is the rate (intensity) of a
forbidden (λ̃) and a normal (λ) transition. The ra-
tio of the constants that determine the intensity of
forbidden (gPV) and normal (gNT) transitions, δ2 =
(gPV/gNT)2, can be used as a measure of violation of
the Pauli exclusion principle and can be considered
as a possible admixture of nonfermionic statistics.
In particular, the parameter δ2 = β2/2 in the model
of violation of the Pauli exclusion principle from [9,
10] corresponds to the square of the amplitude of the
symmetric component of the fermion wave function.
The use of the relative intensity of forbidden and
normal transitions makes it possible to compare ex-
perimental limits obtained for the lifetimes of various
atoms and nuclei.

The nuclear-level width associated with the
16.4-MeV E1 γ transition from the P shell to the
S shell can be determined by the Weisskopf formula.
The resulting value of Γγ ≈ 1.5 keV corresponds
to the transition rate of λ = Γγ/� = 2.3 × 1018 s−1.
For the lower limit on τγ in (5), we obtain δ2

γ =
λ̃(12C)/λ(12C) ≤ 2.2 × 10−57 (at a 90% confidence

level). This result is close to the limit obtained with
the Kamiokande detector for 16O nuclei: δ2

γ = 2.3 ×
10−57 [43].

Although E1 transitions are the fastest among γ
transitions, the level width associated with hadron
emission is three to four orders of magnitude larger.
As a result, a substantially more stringent limit on
the relative intensity of transitions forbidden by the
Pauli exclusion principle and accompanied by nu-
cleon emission can be obtained in the case of equal
limits on the lifetimes with respect to processes in-
volving the emission of photons and nucleons. The
width of the S level in the 12C nucleus is Γn,p

∼=
12 MeV according to measurements in the respective
(p, 2p) and (p, pn) reactions [58]. The limit on τp

in (6) and the limit on τn in (7) lead to the following
constraints: δ2

p = λ̃/λ ≤ 1.6 × 10−59 and δ2
n ≤ 4.1 ×

10−60 at a 90% confidence level. These results are
four orders of magnitude more stringent than the limit
established by the DAMA Collaboration [35].

Pauli-forbidden β± transitions are first-order-
forbidden P → S transitions. For such transitions,
the value of log(Ft1/2

) is 7.5 ± 1.5. The conservative
value of log(Ft1/2

) = 9 corresponds to τ ≈ 480 s at
Q = 18.9 MeV in the case of β− decay (the level
width is Γβ− ≈ 1.4 × 10−18 eV) and to τ ≈ 1050 s
at Q = 17.8 MeV in the case of β+ decay. As a
result, the limits on the relative intensity of β±

decays forbidden by the Pauli exclusion principle are
considerably more lenient: δ2

β− ≤ 2.1 × 10−35 and
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δ2
β+ ≤ 6.4 × 10−35 at a 90% confidence level. The

existing constraint δ2
β− ≤ 6.5 × 10−34, which was

obtained in [48] with the aid of LSD data [61], is more
lenient by a factor of 30. The limit on the relative
intensity of β± transitions is substantially more
lenient than the limit for transitions involving nucleon
and photon emission, but we would like to highlight
a significant distinction between these processes. In
β± transitions, new particles (p or n) appear. The
Amado–Primakoff forbiddeness, which is valid only
for a system of identical particles, cannot be applied
to transitions in which the initial and final states are
formed by different sets of particles [13, 48]. Thus, the
limit on δ2

β± can be compared with the limit obtained

in the VIP experiment—β2/2 ≤ 4.5 × 10−28 [38].
The limits that we obtained for the relative inten-

sities of transitions forbidden by the Pauli exclusion
principle and for normal transitions are presented in
Table 3.

5. CONCLUSIONS

The use of unique properties of the Borexino de-
tector, such as an extremely low background level,
a large scintillator mass, a low detection threshold,
and an efficient system for the identification of muon-
induced events, made it possible to obtain new, cur-
rently the most stringent, limits on the probabilities of
the Pauli-forbidden transitions of nucleons from the
1P3/2 shell to the 1S1/2 shell in 12C nuclei with the
emission of γ, n, p, and β± particles; that is,

τ(12C → 12C̃ + γ) ≥ 5.0 × 1031 yr,

τ(12C → 11B̃ + p) ≥ 8.9 × 1029 yr,

τ(12C → 11C̃ + n) ≥ 3.4 × 1030 yr,

τ(12C → 12Ñ + e− + ν) ≥ 3.1 × 1030 yr,

τ(12C → 12B̃ + e+ + ν) ≥ 2.1 × 1030 yr,

the confidence level being 90% for all of these transi-
tions.

The constraints that we obtained make it possible
to set new upper limits on the relative intensities of
transitions forbidden by the Pauli exclusion principle
and normal transitions: δ2

γ ≤ 2.2× 10−57, δ2
N ≤ 4.1×

10−60, and δ2
β ≤ 2.1 × 10−35 (at a 90% confidence

level).
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348, 224 (1990).
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